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1893> of Montana
Office of University Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MEDIA RELEASE October 7, 1988
UM TO HONOR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AT HOMECOMING
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will honor five outstanding alumni 
at an awards ceremony during its Oct. 12-16 Homecoming 
festivities.
Distinguished Alumni Awards, given annually to graduates who 
"have brought honor to the university, the state or the nation," 
will go to ceramicist Maxine Blackmer; retired executive Joseph 
A. McElwain; Canadian columnist Marjorie Nichols; industrialist 
Kent Demers Price; and the late composer Richard Riddle.
The awards will be presented at the traditional Singing on 
the Steps ceremony at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 13, in front of 
Main Hall.
Maxine Blackmer, a Missoula resident and retired UM
associate professor of art, received her master's degree in art 
%
from UM in 1960, 23 years after earning a bachelor's degree in 
education at the University of Minnesota.
During the years between degrees, she reared three children 
and taught art at Helena High School and Missoula County High 
School. She began her UM teaching career as a visiting 
instructor in 1962 and retired in 1976.
Blackmer, who headed UM's crafts program for many years,
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specializes in ceramics and jewelry. Her work has been displayed 
at the Smithsonian Institution, Baltimore Museum of Art, Denver 
Art Museum and Tiffany’s in New York. In 1973 she exhibited in a 
two-person electroforming show at the European Common Market Fine 
Arts Fair in Brussels, Belgium.
Blackmer was the governor's representative to the Western 
State Arts Foundation board of directors in 1974-81 and in 1980 
received the Governor's Citation for meritorious service to 
Montana. She's also been the state president of the American 
Association of University Women and chairperson of the Montana 
Arts Council. In 1972 she won the Montana Institute of the Arts 
Fellow Award.
- Joseph A. McElwain of Butte, the chief executive officer of 
the Montana Power Co. from 1975 to 1983, earned a law degree at 
UM in 1947 and a bachelor's degree in 1943. He grew up in Deer 
Lodge, where he practiced law from 1947 to 1964 and was the city 
attorney for 10 years.
He became the counsel for the Montana Power Co. in 1963 and 
later was the assistant to the president and vice president. In 
1970, he became the executive vice president.
Since 1985, McElwain has been a consultant to the company.
He also directs the Development Corp. of Montana; Pacific Steel, 
Hides, Furs, Recycling; and the Montana Energy and MHD Research 
and Development Institute.
McElwain worked in three campaigns to pass the six-mill levy
more
88DAA.rl 3
for the University System and was the president of the UM 
Foundation board of trustees. He chaired fund-raising efforts 
to build the chapel at Montana State Prison and, as a volunteer, 
wrote the bylaws and articles of incorporation for the Montana 
High School Association. A longtime supporter of the Butte 
YMCA, McElwain recently chaired a drive that raised more than 
$300,000 for the organization.
Marjorie Nichols of Ottawar Ontario, graduated in 1968 from 
UM's School of Journalism and is a well-known Canadian political 
commentator. Her column, "The Nation," appears in the Ottawa 
Citizen and 15 other Canadian newspapers. She appears frequently 
on Canadian radio and television and on American Public 
Broadcasting Service programs, including "The Editors."
In 1977, Maclean's Magazine, a Canadian news magazine, 
described Nichols as the "best woman journalist on Parliament 
Hill." She was 33 then, the youngest national columnist among 
what Maclean's called "the Ottawa heavyweights."
Nichols joined the Ottawa Journal in 1966 and covered 
Canadian politics. She later covered the British Columbia 
provincial legislature as a reporter for the Vancouver Sun; 
returned to Ottawa for three years as a bureau chief and 
columnist; and covered the Carter administration as a 
correspondent for a news service owned by the Ottawa Journal and 




Nichols grew up on a farm in Red Deer, Alberta, and was 
educated in a one-room schoolhouse. At 16, she was the Canadian 
junior speed-skating champion.
Kent D. Price, who lives in London, graduated in history and 
political science in 1965 and earned a master's degree in Russian 
history in 1966. He is the chief executive officer of the 
Chloride Group PLC, an international corporation specializing in 
industrial batteries and energy storage technology.
Before taking his present job in 1986, Price worked for 14 
years at Citibank/Citicorp, rising from the credit department in 
New York City to the office of senior vice president in London.
He also worked in Hong Kong, Taiwan, the Ivory Coast, Nigeria 
and Ireland.
While working abroad, Price engaged in many volunteer 
activities. In Taipei, Taiwan, he founded the Taipei Youth 
Program Association in 1979. In Hong Kong he was a trustee for 
the World Wildlife Fund, a post he still holds in England. He's 
also the director of the Charities Aid Foundation; a member of 
the Council for Charitable Giving; and founder of the Percent 
Club, which encourages corporations to donate 1 percent of their 
pre-tax earnings to charity.
During his undergraduate years at UM, Price was active in 
the Sigma Nu fraternity, history honorary, Model United Nations 
and ROTC. He later spent three years in the Air Force as a 
captain in the Signal Intelligence Corps.
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After earning a bachelor's degree at UM, he received a 
teaching fellowship in history at the University of California at 
Los Angeles. In 1967 he landed a Rhodes scholarship to Pembroke 
College, Oxford, where in 1969 he received an honors degree in 
history.
The late Richard Riddle, a 1958 UM graduate who lived in New 
York City, was best known in Montana as the composer of "Cowboy," 
a musical about the life of artist Charlie Russell. However, he 
also wrote two children's musicals and an adaptation of the "Ox 
Bow Incident," a novel by Walter Van Tilburg Clark.
He copyrighted more than 300 songs, including "Old Missoula 
Town" and the school song of Big Sky High School. "The Rocky 
Mountain Symphony," his last complete work, will soon premiere 
with a major Western symphony orchestra.
As a UM student, Riddle sang with the Jubileers and the 
University Choir. He also organized and directed the Campus 
Capers, a six-member song-and-dance group that toured Montana, 
Oregon, Idaho and Washington.
He began his professional career in music in 1960, when he 
and three Sigma Nu fraternity brothers took their vocal group, 
Three Young Men from Montana, to New York City. Signed by 
Columbia Records, the group made two albums, performed in supper 
clubs around the country and appeared on television programs like 
the "Tonight Show," the "Today Show" and "Hootenanny." Riddle 
later worked for American songwriter Frank Loesser.
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Riddle was born in Missoula and grew up in Libby. He died 
April 30, 1988, at age 51.
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